
Preschool Scholarship Guidelines for Families 

 
Child Care Resource & Referral (CCR&R) offers full preschool scholarships for children whose 

families are above the Head Start (up to 100%) and/or Shared Vision income guidelines (101%-

130%), but are at or below the 200% poverty level.  In Dubuque County, the Preschool 

Scholarship Program is administered by CCR&R, with funding from Dubuque County Early 

Childhood (DCEC), in partnership with participating preschools and PARENTS WHO AGREE TO 

FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES LISTED BELOW: 

 

1. The program facilitator will use the preschool scholarship application to gather the 

appropriate information.  The application must be completed and submitted with proof 

of income to determine eligibility.  Proof of income includes the current tax information or 

a month’s worth of recent, consecutive paystubs.  Gross income lines will be used to 

determine annual income.  A new application must be completed and submitted with 

income each year.  

2. The child MUST be an Iowa resident attending a participating preschool in Dubuque 

County. 

3. The applicant cannot receive preschool scholarship funds if the family meets Head Start 

or Shared Vision income guidelines, but chooses not to go to Head Start or Shared 

Visions.  If a family qualifies for Child Care Assistance, they will also not be eligible for a 

scholarship if the assistance covers preschool time. 

4. If the applicant qualifies for the Head Start or the Shared Visions Program, but the 

programs are full or not able to accept the child, the applicant will qualify for a full 

scholarship under the preschool scholarship program if funds are available. 

5. It is expected that in Dubuque County families who meet 100% or below the poverty 

income guidelines and are eligible will go to Head Start and those who meet 101-130% 

poverty income guidelines and are eligible will attend the Shared Visions Program (Bright 

Beginnings, Shared Beginnings, and Epworth Early Childhood Center, if those programs 

are available).  Families who meet 131%-200% poverty income guidelines may be eligible 

for a full preschool scholarship.  

6. The income guidelines will follow the most recent poverty levels, which are revised every 

February and include gross income totals. 

7. Children who are 3-5 years (not eligible for kindergarten) are eligible and given priority 

for the scholarships.  If there is a child who is 5 (and eligible for kindergarten) and has a 

unique situation, these situations will be looked at on a case-by-case basis, with input 

from professional agencies working with the child/family to determine eligibility. 

8. Children that are eligible for the 4-year Old Voluntary Preschool Program are not eligible 

for the preschool scholarship program unless the preschool that the child is attending is 

not a participant in the voluntary program.  The preschool scholarship program is unable 

to supplement additional days/times beyond what is offered by the voluntary preschool 

program at the preschool of the family’s choice. 

9. A full scholarship is 100% of tuition to one preschool that meets the preschool guidelines. 

If any extras are included in the monthly tuition fee (meals, snacks, etc.) they will be 

included.  However, if they are billed separately or as a one-time fee they will not be 

covered (i.e. REGISTRATION FEE, FIELD TRIPS). 

10. If a preschool raises their rates after the beginning of the school year, the parents are 

responsible for the difference. 

11. Families may choose which participating preschool they want to send their child to as 

well as the number of days they will be attending (up to five).  A preschool may be in a 

licensed child care center, but a preschool is not child care, so there must be a 

preschool program. 



12. The Preschool must meet the preschool guidelines for the scholarship program.  See list of 

preschools for possible participating preschools.  Preschools must have a full license 

through the Department of Human Services or the Department of Education.  In order for 

preschools to participate in the preschool scholarship program, they must be a part of 

the Quality Rating System (QRS) and have received a Level 2, 3, 4, or 5 before July 1st, 

2020.  If a preschool or center on the current list does not receive a QRS rating before July 

1st, they will not be an eligible partner for the scholarship program for this school year.   

13. The child must be in attendance for 85% of the month and absences will be 

documented by the preschool/center and submitted to the facilitator of the program.  

Attendance of less than 85% will be reviewed and may result in loss of the scholarship. 

Families are required to notify the preschool/center if their child will not be attending 

during preschool hours.  Please see your child’s preschool/center policies on how and 

when to report absences.  

14. If the child moves within Dubuque County or the family chooses to switch preschools in 

Dubuque County during the year, the funds will follow the child as long as the preschool 

meets the program guidelines.  The scholarship will only cover the amount that was 

allotted for the scholarship at the previous facility.  If the tuition is higher at the preschool 

that the child will be changing to, the family will be responsible for paying the difference.  

If the child moves to a preschool outside the county or a preschool that is not 

participating in the scholarship program, the scholarship will end. 

15. Families will be contacted to let them know if they meet the guidelines for the program.  

Funding is not available for this program until after July 1st of the current year and 

scholarships will not be confirmed until after that date.  Therefore, families will not be 

notified that they have been awarded a scholarship until the middle or end of July.  The 

scholarships are on a first come, first served basis. When funding is exhausted, no more 

scholarships will be granted.  Qualifying families will be added to a waiting list and 

contacted if any additional funding becomes available. 

16. The time period covered by this agreement is from the date of inception (when 

preschool officially begins based on the preschool chosen) to when funding for the 

preschool scholarship program ends (when preschool officially ends based on the 

preschool chosen). 

17. If a child/family becomes ineligible for a scholarship during the course of the school year 

(e.g., moves out of service area, falls out of compliance with program requirements, is no 

longer in need of a scholarship for any reason), then the parents and preschool must 

notify the program facilitator immediately.  They must provide the child’s last day of 

attendance.  Then, the preschool may be paid the full monthly tuition fee for the month 

that includes the last day of attendance as long as the slot remains unfilled.  The 

preschool will not be paid for any tuition after that month has ended unless a new 

scholarship child is placed.  However, if the preschool places another, non-scholarship 

child in that slot during the course of the month when the exit occurred, the 

preschool must notify the program of this placement and may be obligated to repay the 

funds for the number of days that the slot was filled.  The program facilitator retains the 

right to review attendance and enrollment records. 

18. Either party for any reason may terminate this agreement with a written 30-day notice of 

one party to the other. 

19. The family has the right to appeal the decision. They must be informed of this right. The 

Dubuque County Early Childhood Board will hear the appeal. 

20. Final decisions, regarding this program, rest ultimately with the Dubuque County Early 

Childhood Board.   
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